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specified later, whenever the nodes in the summit are equal to or less than            f
the number of nodes in the slope line.                                                                       ?
When this is not the case we can reverse the process, viz. remove the nodes in the base line and place them so as to form a new summit.    For
example, take the graph                                                                                          i
which now becomes
the process being termed " protraction."    This also produces a partition into
unequal parts.                                                                                                           %*
Subject to exceptional cases, when neither contraction nor protraction can be applied, contraction or protraction can be applied and the number of parts in the partition (always into unequal parts) is thereby changed from an even to an uneven number or vice versd.
Hence, subject to elimination of the exceptional cases, there is a one-to-             f
one correspondence between the partitions into an even number of parts and those into an uneven number.
The exceptional cases arise when the summit meets the slope line and contains either the same number or one more than the number of nodes in that line, for then neither contraction nor protraction is feasible. To explain this statement observe that to the graph
in which the summit meets the slope line and contains the same number of nodes, neither contraction nor protraction can be applied. Also that to the graph
contraction cannot be applied, for it produces the graph of a partition with two parts equal; protraction is obviously out of the question.